for immediate use are therefore kept on hand in converting
mills. The construction of the converter bottom warrants .special
notice. As shown in the cut the blast is received in a cast iron
box through a gooseneck, winch is connected with the trunnion,
The blast: is let into the charge through a number of fire-brick
tuyeres, which are set in openings in the metal top of the blast
box and surrounded by the lining material. The tuyeres are
perforated by numerous holes, about half an inch in diameter,
through which the blast is delivered. In tins way the blast is
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distributed through the charge at the moment it enters* Defec-
tive tuyeres are plugged by turning the vessel down, removing
the blast box lid and tamping in clay from the bottom,

Fig, (u shows the method of rotating a converter, the doited
outline indicating the position for charging, A sliding rack,
driven by a double-acting, hydraulic nun, meshes with a pinion
keyed to one of the trunnions on which the converter rotates,
With this device the converter may be turned through an angle
of rHo'* or more, A casing of iron prevents injury to the
mechanism from slag ejecting during the blow.